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Our team recently visited Orchard Primary & 
Nursery School to deliver an engaging session 
to school children and support our efforts on 
community engagement in the area.

We took our JCB Tracked Excavator and our 
colleagues Jono Wright, Senior Engineering 
Manager, and Andy Pickering, Plant Manager 
led an interactive and educational session for 
children aged 7 to 10 years old.

Jono and Andy explained the machine’s driving 
controls and functionalities, and its crucial role in 
completing sustainable infrastructure projects.

The budding engineers were thrilled to get the 
chance to sit inside the excavator, providing 
them with a firsthand experience of its controls 
and workings.

Interim Results Announced

Van Elle Inspires Future Engineers at 
Orchard Primary & Nursery School

Strata Geotechnics Re-appointed to 
Coal Authority Framework

As part of our efforts to promote a more inclusive 
workplace, we had the pleasure of speaking with two of 
our engineers, Zakaria Al-Musrati and Shoaib Ali, to learn 
more about Ramadan and the significance of the month to 
Muslims. 

In our conversation, Zakaria and Shoaib shared their 
personal stories and insights into the meaning and 
significance of Ramadan.  As well as their efforts to educate 
and raise awareness among their colleagues about the 
importance of Ramadan, particularly in terms of its impact 
on their daily routines and work schedules.

Reflections on Ramadan with Zakaria Al-Musrati 
and Shoaib Ali

Van Elle Canada attended an event hosted by the International Union of Operating Engineers Local 793 (IUOE) 
and the Operating Engineers Training Institute of Ontario (OETIO).

The event welcomed David Piccin, the Ontario Minister of 
Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development, who 
toured the Union’s world-class training centre in Oakville, 
engaged in discussions about issues and developments 
within the Canadian construction sector and met with 
apprentices.

David Piccin had the opportunity to view the Colmar T10,000 
Excavator Crane brought in by Van Elle Canada for a new 
training program launching at OETIO Oakville.

The training program will equip future on-track equipment 
operators, underpinning their ability to successfully deliver 
major infrastructure projects.

Van Elle Showcase Rail Plant in Ontario Ministerial 
Visit

Empowering 
Women in Science

NHBC Building for Tomorrow
Throughout March, our Housing team have exhibited at the 
Building for Tomorrow technical conference held in various 
locations across the UK. 

They discussed topics such as ground engineering, home 
standards, and our innovative foundation solutions.

The conference proved to be an excellent platform for 
exchanging valuable insights, and we received significant 
interest in our capabilities.

South West Rail Resilience Programme
Our Rail team completed the installation of 9 augured 
plunge UC piles for a catch fence, as part of the South 
West Rail Resilience Programme. 

This work aims to ensure the safety and resilience of 
the track between Dawlish to Holcombe.

To ensure stability, we utilised 508mm CHS Tube 
casings to retain loose sands and gravels in the area.

These casings were then bored with Movax TAD 30 
soil drill to depths of 5100mm, ensuring a secure 
foundation.

Following this, the pile bores were filled with concrete, 
providing a solid base.

Finally, a 305x165x54mm UC section was plunged into 
the concrete and securely hung in place on the pile 
casings using a fixing bracket.

On Wednesday 24th January, we announced our interim results to the market for the period 1 
May to 31 October 2023.

Mark Cutler, Chief Executive, commented: “These results represent a resilient performance in the 
face of expected challenging market conditions throughout FY2024, reflecting the benefits of the 
Group’s diversified end-market exposure.

“Despite the anticipated lower revenues, operating margin has been maintained at FY2023 levels, 
our balance sheet is stronger, and our future prospects are more compelling. We are very pleased 
with the acquisition of Rock & Alluvium shortly after the Period end.

“The Group is developing a strong market position in the energy and water sectors and is well 
placed to benefit from a recovery in activity levels in housing, construction, rail and highways in 
FY2025.”

National Apprenticeship Week 2024

Our specialist ground investigation business Strata Geotechnics has been 
awarded an expanded role by securing a place on all five regional lots of The Coal 
Authority’s new ground investigation framework.

As part of the £6 million framework, we will offer a comprehensive range 
of services including the implementation of various drilling and ground 
investigation techniques, core preparation and analysis, geophysical prospecting, 
topographical surveys, technical expertise, monitoring, reporting and laboratory 
services.

Ground Improvement project 
updates

In honour of International Women and 
Girls in Science Day, we spoke to Lucy 
Jackson, our Graduate Geotechnical 
Engineer. 

Lucy shared insights into her role, her 
geotechnical engineering journey, 
what inspired her to join Van Elle, her 
experiences as a woman, and how 
we can encourage greater female 
participation in the industry.

Looking ahead, Lucy 
aims to mentor and 
advocate for diversity 
while advancing her 
career at Van Elle.
 
You can read Lucy’s 
full interview on our 
website.

Our Ground Improvement team have been hard at work on 
some great projects including Kingsgate and Allscott Meads. 

Kingsgate Bridlington: The team are installing 8000 vibro stone 
columns for two major house builders in Yorkshire’s coastal 
town. Through several visits, the team will cover 330 plots.

Allscott Meads, Shropshire: On the site of a former sugar beet 
factory, the team are contributing to the construction of 470 
new homes in Shropshire. They have installed 6355 vibro stone 
columns, that will help build a foundation for a healthier and 
more sustainable community.

During National Apprenticeship Week, we celebrated the contributions made by our 
apprentices and recognised their remarkable efforts.

We had the opportunity to speak with our apprentices at various stages of their 
educational and professional paths, ranging from NVQ Level 2 to Level 6 and in fields 
such as business administration, piling, and civil engineering. 

We also caught up with Luke Murfin, who completed his Property Maintenance 
Apprenticeship. 

Additionally, we shared a series of blogs, emphasising that apprenticeships are 
accessible to everyone and highlighting the range of opportunities we offer.


