
In February and March, 20 members of 
our Kirkby-based team took part in tree 
planting at the Holiday Hills Park and 
litter picking as part of the BIG Ashfield 
Spring Clean.

Joining pupils from local Bracken Hill School, the 
group planted 150 saplings to promote biodiversity, 
create habitats and improve the environment for local 
people.

While clearing litter from a local nature trail starting 
on Southwell Lane, near our Kirkby head quarters, the 
team collected and disposed of 20 bags of rubbish.

From 1st April, staff have been enrolled into the 
Medicash scheme, which will help provide a range 
of positive healthcare benefits and cash back to 
cover dental, optical, physiotherapy and consultancy 
charges.

With the Medicash app available on mobile devices, staff can get 24/7 access to a GP plus a 
24/7 telephone advice service with experts able to advise on family care, bereavement, money 
management, stress, relationships and health & wellbeing among other benefits.

Following successful audits, we secured Constructionline Platinum membership in March.
As a leading designer, manufacturer, and delivery partner of total foundation solutions, our team is 
delighted to have successfully achieved this highest level of accreditation.

The outcome is the result of a rigorous pre-qualification process, a one-day audit of the relevant 
management systems and processes and a remote site audit, which was carried out at our flagship project, 
Wood Wharf.

Health and safety, and the robustness of our processes, are 
a primary objective at Van Elle and this award is another 
validation of our many contracts and frameworks working 
efficiently for the benefit of our customers.

Housing division headlines NHBC 
conferences
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Celebrating long serving employees

During the recent PWI Practical Trackwork Challenge at 
the Churnet Valley Railway, Kezia Agulanna, one of our rail 
placement students, honed her skills while making new 
connections within the sector.

Having joined the busy rail division in 2021, Kezia has been 
gaining relevant experience in the office and on track, with 
support from our experienced team.

While attending the three-day event hosted by the 
Permanent Way Institution (PWI), she joined peers from across 
the rail sector on the Churnet Valley Railway in Staffordshire.

Rail trainee inspired by industry challenge

As headline sponsor of the six regional Building for Tomorrow 
2022 conferences by NHBC, the Housing division enjoyed 
catching up with current clients and making new connections.

Our expert team – including Gavin Savage, Regional Manager for 
Housing and Lucy Ewing, Senior Estimator for Housing (pictured 
centre and right) – discussed changes to building safety 
regulations and offsite construction methods including Van Elle’s 
Smartfoot® system.

Smartfoot®, the innovative, economic and time-saving precast 
modular foundation system, is currently being deployed for 
Barrett David Wilson Homes in Bingham and Holytown and Bloor 
Homes in Sandymore, Runcorn.

Spotlight on careers helps inspire next generation 

The following members of our team are celebrating their ten, twenty and thirty-year service awards 
with the company.

10 years: Carol Perez, Garry Bray, Thomas Meadows, Lee Crawford and Hayden Oughton
20 years: Gavin Long and Phil Carr
30 years : Ian Gallimore

A huge congratulations to our long serving employees, and thank you for all your hard work and 
dedication.

During National Careers Week (7 – 12 March), we showcased a range of careers at Van Elle during 
interviews with staff from across the business. 

We heard about problem-solving teamwork from Kezia Agulanna, a Rail Placement Student, reflections 
on the range of roles available in the construction sector by Dale Curtis, IT Systems Analyst.

The benefits of an apprenticeship from Will Seage, a Civil Engineering apprentice in Specialist Piling; 
innovative safety systems from Corey O’Hara, an Estimator in Rail; and John Burden, a Supervisor 
Driver in Transport, shared how he enjoys being part of a wider project team. 

Welcome to the team Shaun Benton, 
Head of Health & Safety and David (Dave) 
Nichols, Procurement Manager.

Farewell to Andrew Hall and Darren Senior. 

And congratulations to Jack Boulton 
who has been promoted to Precast 
Manufacturing Manager and Rob Walsh, 
Group Services Director, who has qualified 
as a Police Support Volunteer.

Several of our divisions are working 
on different aspects of HS2, 
including our ground improvement, 
ground investigation (Strata 
Geotechnics), Specialist Piling and 
Rail teams.

Over the Easter bank holiday weekend, 
Rail installed 610mm diameter CHS piled 
foundations to support the modified layout 
for existing overhead line electrification on the 
lines at Carol Green, near Solihull.

The site is an interface where the new HS2 
line clashes with the existing Network Rail 
infrastructure and our foundations will support 
new steelworks.

This coming month the Specialist 
Piling team will commence work on 
the Smart Motorway programme, on 
the M6 between Junction 21a and 
26.

ScrewFast will be mobilising to site at the end 
of April 2022 to install helical/grip piles and 
grillages to 40 individual gantry locations. 

The specialist piling team will be mobilising at 
the end of May 2022 to install rotary bored piled 
foundations to 14 individual gantry locations. All 
foundation work will be completed by the end of 
October 2022.

ECI work continues with the SMP Alliance team 
developing designs for gantry foundations and 
retaining structures on the M40/42, M3 J9-14. 

Design for the PRS (Places of Relative Safety) 
programme of works is due to commence in May 
2022 with the delivery of 155 PRS site over the 
next 2.5 years. 

Work begins on the Smart 
Motorway programme

Works speed ahead on HS2

Glowing feedback 
for ScrewFast
In Bicker Fen, Lincolnshire, 
ScrewFast has recently completed 
the manufacture and installation 
of 411 helical piles and 131 steel 
grillages which will support 
several substation structures.

During the early contractor 
involvement phase, the team 
worked closely with the client to 
design bespoke helical piles for 
the job.

As the pile testing work began, 
representatives from client Linxon 
remarked on the teamwork 
shown by ScrewFast, who 
delivered the project works in 70 
days with zero safety issues. 

Kirkby clean up thanks to CSR

Construction Platinum Membership successfully achieved

Piling Apprentice passes with flying colours!
Congratulations to Karl Drayton, our Site Supervisor, who has recently 
completed his Level 2 Piling Attendant apprenticeship.

Karl was part of the first cohort of Piling Apprentices at Van Elle and is the first to 
successfully pass, with a merit grade. 

Karl has proved to be a vital member of our team and we look forward to 
following his journey and seeing what the future holds.

Staff updates


